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“Pompey” & “Alexander”
StQ 10


Plutarch
“Pompey” & “Alexander”
Pompey
1. (70) How was Pompey’s character different from that of his father, Strabo?
2. (87) According to Plutarch, why do retired soldiers have a hard time adapting?

3. (89) What power was given to Pompey to end piracy in the Mediterranean?

4. (91-92) How did Pompey tend to treat those he conquered?

5. (93) What power was he given to wage war against Mithridates and Tigranes?

6. (102) How did Pompey treat his friends?

7. (104-105) How was Pompey affected by the power he received?  How does this compare with the way Cinncinatus was affected by his power?

8. (105, 111-115, 119) What role does Cato play in Pompey’s life?

9. (106) How does Plutarch characterize Pompey’s life and fortunes?

10. (107) What was it that gave the first and greatest blow to the commonwealth?

11. (119) What is meant by the modern expression “crossing the Rubicon”?  What did Caesar say there and why did he say it?
12. (119) How did Cato react to the advancement of Caesar?

13. (124-125) In the civil war against Caesar, what weakness of Pompey is exposed?

14. How are the respective discipline/attitudes of their armies related to this weakness?

15. (127) How does Plutarch epitomize the civil war?

16. (131) According to Plutarch, why did Rome fall into monarchy?

17. What evidence for this is there in Pompey’s story?

18. How does this compare with Livy’s view about the Romans being ready for liberty?

19. (132-134) How and why did Pompey die?

20. (135) What does Caesar’s reaction reveal about his character?
Alexander 
21. (139) How does Plutarch’s design in writing affect his choices about what things from the lives of great men to write about?

22. (139) In what way is Plutarch’s aim in writing like Livy’s?

23. (143) What does the story of Bucephalus reveal about Alexander’s character?

24. (144) What did Alexander think of Homer’s Iliad?

25. (148-149) What does his meeting Diogenes reveal about Alexander’s character?

26. (152) What does his cutting of “the Gordian Knot” reveal about his character?

27. (153-154) Should Alexander have swallowed Philip’s potion?

28. (155-157) What do we learn of Alexander’s character? (cf. Prv 16:32)

29. (165) What did Alexander mean when he said, “I will not steal a victory”?

30. (175) Why did Alexander start living like a barbarian? (cf. 1Cor 9:20-23)
31. (179-181) Why did Clitus die?  Was Clitus at fault?  How did Alexander react?

32. Why is it important for Christians to study the life and conquests of Alexander?
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